1. The latest anthology on money boys in China is Travis S. K. Kong's Chinese Male Homosexualities: Memba, Tongzhi, and Golden Boy (London: Routledge, 2010) , which provides a full-length ethnographic account of money boys in major cities in China. Holcombe's general approach in A History of East Asia is strongly interregional, and the text follows the author's own earlier work and the current trend in the field to think cross-culturally, or transnationally, even in the period prior to the emergence of the nation-state. 1 Holcombe notes the regional influence that Chinese culture, specifically the cultural norms developed in societies located on the North China plain, had on East Asia, but he reminds the reader that independent developments at the local level could be equally significant. Nonetheless, defining characteristics of social identity spread regionally, and East Asian elites had, at times, more in common with each other than they did with their own social subordinates. Holcombe does not, however, ascribe to the conventional notion that East Asian civilization developed in full on China's central plains (zhongyuan) and, subsequently, flowed into other parts of East Asia. There were multiple cultural cores across modern-day China, East Asia, and even Eurasia that all contrib- The broader context for the alleged isolation of the early Ming is briefly mentioned, although Holcombe could expand his discussion here. The reference to Gunder Frank's work is helpful for students captivated by the rise of the West theories prevalent in many English-language world history texts, and the notion that European traders in Asia had entered into a preexisting global network is a wonderful topic for further classroom discussion. Qing westward imperial expansion, reflecting the work of Peter Perdue and others, is well described in this text.
Japan's policy of isolation after the establishment of the Tokugagwa shogunate is also aptly discussed. The late imperial historical developments particular to China, Korea, and Japan that will become defining characteristics of these modern nationstates are all explained well in this section.
In the final half of A History of East Asia, Holcombe covers the highlights of
modern East Asian history, although the general themes of the textbook require some reworking here to fit the new context of Western involvement in the region.
China, Japan, and Korea, as well as Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore, all respond to European expansion differently, while the general theme of cultural appropriation and adaptation remains constant. Holcombe's description of Westernization on Chinese terms in the early Republican period complements the transnational themes that he presents earlier in the text. Students will be fascinated to learn about the different strategies adopted throughout East Asia to construct modern national identities in the face of Western imperialism. Although Holcombe devotes nearly half of the text to the modern era, some supplementary reading will likely be required for any instructor using this text for a modern survey course. I myself would not use A History of East Asia as my only source for such a course, but that would be asking too much from any textbook. More specifically, the book would benefit from more maps used in tandem with descrip-tions of modern events, and the section on Singapore in the final chapter should be expanded somewhat. However, Holcombe has chosen some excellent photographs from the modern era to bring this period to life. 
